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“Where could I hide him?” from CJ The Library Cat. 
Storytelling in Rathcoole Library, Belfast. 
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1 Stewart’s Court, 218‐220 Stewart’s Road, London SW8 4UB 
Tel: 020 7627 0444      Fax: 020 7627 0999 

email: office@bagbooks.org      web: www.bagbooks.org 
Registered Charity No. 1026432   Company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales No. 2846227 

Multi‐sensory stories for people with learning disabilities 



Background 
 
Bag Books exists to enhance the lives of children and adults with learning 
disabilities through the use of multi-sensory books.  
 
Our primary audience is people with severe learning disabilities (SLD – a developmental 
age of up to six years) or profound and multiple learning disabilities (PMLD – a 
developmental age below 18 months). 
 

 We make around 1,000 multi-sensory books each year (each book is hand-made 
and on average takes around eight hours to produce).  

 
 We provide storytelling sessions for children, young people and adults. In 2010, 

4,061 people with learning disabilities took part in one of our 584 storytelling 
sessions. 

 
 We offer training in multi-sensory storytelling to parents, carers, librarians and 

teachers. In 2010 we trained 991 people. 
 
Story-Go-Round: Northern Ireland Project Goal & Scope 
 
The Story-Go-Round (SGR): Northern Ireland Project had the goal of enriching the 
creative environment for children with profound intellectual and physical difficulties 
in Northern Ireland; providing a legacy of skills within the community, which would 
offer a way for local communities to support the aesthetic development of these 
youngsters. 
 

Project Aims 
 
The SGR: Northern Ireland Project aimed to: 
 
1. exemplify multi-sensory storytelling, showing how it can provide a session of fun and 

learning for children with special needs in their local community libraries; and 
2. enable local library staff to continue providing regular multi-sensory storytelling to 

these local children and their families, by training them to use multi-sensory books. 
 
We also planned to provide the multi-sensory resources necessary to help the participants 
continue to offer multi-sensory storytelling within their own communities. 
 

 

“He ran back up the tree”
from Kofi and the Magic Shaker.

 
 



Project Objectives 
 
The Story-Go-Round: Northern Ireland Project’s objectives were structured to meet its 
aims. 
 
1. To exemplify multi-sensory storytelling, showing how it can provide a session of fun 

and learning for children with special needs in their local community libraries by 
a) recruiting a professional Trainer-Storyteller, and background checking him/her, 

in line with Bag Books’ Child Protection procedures; 
b) training the Trainer-Storyteller in how to deliver multi-sensory stories, how to 

handle children with additional needs safely, and how to give the children the 
most stimulating and rewarding experience possible; 

c) providing ongoing support and monitoring to the Trainer-Storyteller, during the 
Tour, including site visits, telephone support and monthly performance reviews; 

d) producing a leaflet for libraries, outlining the people and processes involved; 
e) contacting Central Library Services in the target local authority areas, offering 

the service to them centrally before approaching individual libraries; 
f) contacting libraries in the target local authority areas, offering the Tour to come 

to their library, without charge; 
g) contacting local special schools, ensuring their involvement in the Project; 
h) gathering and collating feedback from the Trainer-Storyteller and participants; 
i) working closely with all stakeholders, to ensure that the greatest possible 

number of beneficiaries are reached; and 
j) demonstrating accessible storytelling to those parents, carers, special school 

staff and librarians attending the storytelling sessions with the children. 
 
2. To enable local library staff to continue providing regular multi-sensory storytelling to 

these local children and their families, by training them to use multi-sensory books by 
a) providing training for librarians, in conjunction with the demonstrations, in how to 

safely, effectively and confidently tell multi-sensory stories; 
b) offering follow-up training to other interested parties; and 
c) producing a take-home leaflet for children’s families, outlining how multi-sensory 

storytelling works in the context of local libraries. 
 

“Pierre peeped into the 
clearing” 

from Snapped.



Achievement - General 
 
We aimed to involve libraries and schools across Northern Ireland. The Tour began in 
Lisburn on 31st January 2011 and concluded on 11th February in Dundonald. All sessions 
took place in a library as planned. 
 
In the feedback from schools, 100% of the respondents said the children had enjoyed the 
sessions and 100% said they had benefited from them.  
 
Of the trainees, 92% rated the quality of the training as “very good” and 8% as “good”. 
 

Performance against Aims 
 
Aim 1 – To exemplify multi-sensory storytelling, showing how it can provide a session of 
fun and learning for children with special needs in their local community libraries. 
 
1.a) recruiting a professional Trainer-Storyteller, and background checking him/her, in line 
with Bag Books’ Child Protection procedures 
 
As with many of the previous tours, Barnard Tagliavini was our sole Trainer-Storyteller for 
the Northern Ireland Tour. In addition to Bag Books’ work, Bernard works on the Persula 
Foundation’s storytelling tours. All appropriate background checks were already in place 
for Bernard, as he was a seasoned storyteller, well-used to working with vulnerable 
audiences of many different types. 
 
1.b) training the Trainer-Storyteller in how to deliver multi-sensory stories, how to handle 
children with additional needs safely, and how to give the children the most stimulating and 
rewarding experience possible 
 
Bernard was experienced at conducting storytelling sessions and Multi-Sensory 
Storytelling Technique (MSST) training workshops. 
 
1.c) providing ongoing support and monitoring to the Trainer-Storyteller, during the Tour, 
including site visits, telephone support and monthly performance reviews 
 
Telephone contact was maintained with Bernard, with verbal reports adding to the reports 
provided on every session undertaken. As part of our regular feedback process, we 
requested that participants express their views of the sessions directly to Bag Books (i.e. 
not via the Trainer-Storyteller). No negative reports were received in relation to Bernard. 
 
1.d) producing a leaflet for libraries, outlining the people and processes involved 
 
As an original project aim, the idea of a specific leaflet for this purpose was set aside 
several Tours ago. We have worked instead on the basis of individually tailored letters, 
which have been very successful at informing and engaging library staff. 
 
 
 
 



1.e) contacting Central Library Services in the target local authority areas, offering the 
service to them centrally before approaching individual libraries 
 
We made contact with the appropriate person in the new centralised Libraries NI structure. 
We explained that our aim was to train library staff, leaving them confident to work with 
special needs youngsters; we would arrange everything with the schools (unless they had 
a pre-existing relationship); we would not charge! 
 
Before the inception of the Story-Go-Round Project, libraries would often be keen for Bag 
Books to hold a “day of storytelling” for local youngsters, but they would simply leave us to 
get on with it! It remained a core principle of the Project that we would only offer the 
storytelling sessions if the library agreed to accept training. We did not demand that 
libraries commit to continue multi-sensory storytelling, although we made it clear that this 
was our ultimate goal. 
 
1.f) contacting libraries in the target Local authority areas, offering the Tour to come to 
their library, without charge 
 
Due to the new centralised Libraries NI structure, this was all handled by them which made 
it much easier for us. 
 
1.g) contacting local special schools, ensuring their involvement in the Project 
 
Our experienced Storytelling-Training Co-ordinator, Kate Blake, used resources such as 
the Special Education Directory and Google (especially the Google Maps service) to 
identify and approach appropriate special schools. 
 
Kate finalised the plans for the Tour and sent out formal letters and information setting out 
full details. 
 
1.h) gathering and collating feedback from the Trainer-Storyteller and participants 
 
The Storyteller-Trainer completed a report for each session, outlining the number of 
children and adults attending, and additional information (appended to this Report). All 
host libraries and participant schools services were sent monitoring forms. 
 
5 of the 10 libraries responded. This is around the same proportion as previous Tours. 
 
9 of the 15 schools responded. This too is around the same proportion as previous Tours. 
 
All attendees at training sessions were asked to complete a feedback form with standard 
questions. These responses are also appended to this Report. 
 
1.i) working closely with all stakeholders, to ensure that the greatest possible number of 
beneficiaries are reached 
 
During the Tour, 207 children enjoyed stories such as “The Uninvited Guests”, “Kofi and 
the Magic Shaker” and (of course a big favourite) “C.J. the Library Cat”. 
 



Those benefiting from the training and the children who take part “on the day” certainly are 
beneficiaries; but key to the overall goal is that many more children’s lives will be enriched 
in the coming months and years by gaining more access to multi-sensory stories. 
 
1.j) demonstrating accessible storytelling to those parents, carers, special school staff and 
librarians attending the storytelling sessions with the children 
 
We held 28 storytelling demonstration sessions at 10 host libraries. 73 members of library 
staff, 114 members of school staff and 11 others observed the storytelling sessions. 
 
Aim 2 – To enable local library staff to continue providing regular multi-sensory storytelling 
to these local children and their families, by training them to use books 
 
During 10 training workshops, 55 library staff and 34 others (mainly school staff) were 
trained in the use of multi-sensory books. 
 
The training package included an overview of the academic research on which the Multi-
Sensory Storytelling Technique is based; working with children and young people with 
special needs; practical hints and tips for setting up storytelling sessions; and examples of 
how and why the books have the beneficial effect they do. There was, as part of each 
workshop, hands-on practice in using multi-sensory books with colleagues. 
 

 
 

Appendices 
 
I Tour Summary – Storytelling and Training 
II Trainer-Storytellers’ Session Reports 
III Libraries’ Feedback 
IV Schools’ Feedback 
V Training Session Participants’ Feedback 
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